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The following communication addressed to the Chairman of the Committee on Trade and Environment (CTE) has been received from the Executive Secretary of the Basel Convention requesting observer status in the CTE.
_______________


The Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention, at its sixth, seventh and eight meetings, requested the secretariat of the Convention to continue and further strengthen its cooperation in critical areas for the effective and concrete implementation of the Basel Convention, its Protocol and amendments with relevant organizations, including the World Trade Organization (WTO).  The eighth meeting of the Conference of the Parties, by its decision VIII/7, further requested the secretariat of the Convention to seek observer status in the Committee on Trade and Environment of the World Trade Organization and to advise the Parties to the Basel Convention when a request to obtain such status has been submitted to and granted by the World Trade Organization.

In light of this request, I am writing to you to seek the observer status for the secretariat of the Basel Convention in the Committee on Trade and Environment (CTE).  I note that a request seeking observer status for the secretariat of the Basel Convention in the Committee on Trade and Environment Special Session (CTESS) was submitted to Dr. Supachai Panitchpakdi on 28 January 2003.


It is my belief that the participation of the secretariat of the Basel Convention as an observer in the CTE, as well as in the CTESS, would strengthen the collaboration between the secretariat of the WTO and the secretariat of the Basel Convention, particularly in view of the mandate of negotiations contained in paragraph 31 of the Doha Declaration and paragraph 30 of the Hong Kong Declaration.  I note that, in accordance with the established practice of the Basel Convention, the WTO secretariat has been regularly invited to be represented as observer to meetings of the Conference of Parties and its relevant subsidiary bodies.  The participation of Multilateral Environmental Agreements (MEAs), as observers, in meetings of the CTE and CTESS would contribute to the objective of enhancing the mutual supportiveness between trade and environment, which was highlighted at the Doha and Hong Kong Ministerial Conferences, as well as at the World Summit on Sustainable Development.  As the Basel Convention regulates transboundary movements of hazardous wastes and other wastes, the measure under the Basel Convention are relevant to trade.  Therefore, collaboration between the two secretariats would, I believe, assist Basel Convention Parties and WTO Member States.


I look very much forward to hearing from you.
__________


