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Wednesday, 6 November

Morning

9:30 - 9:50
Registration

10:00 - 10:15
Welcoming remarks by Mr. Roderick Abbott, Deputy Director-General, WTO Introductory remarks by Mr. Raimundas Karoblis, Chairman of the Committee on Customs Valuation

Session I:
CHALLENGES TO IMPLEMENTING THE AGREEMENT ON CUSTOMS 



VALUATION

Moderator:
Mr. Luc de Wulf, Lead Economist, The World Bank

10:15 – 11:45
Panellists:  



Mr. François Corfmat, Senior Economist, Fiscal Affairs, International Monetary Fund



Ms. Deloree Staple-Chambers, Director, Valuation, Jamaica Customs Department

Mr. Francis M. Thuranira, Senior Deputy Commissioner, Customs and Excise, Kenya



Mr. Ian Cremer, Trade Policy Group, HM Customs and Excise, United Kingdom



Mr. Kunio Mikuriya, Deputy Secretary-General, World Customs Organization


Mr. Reuben Kamanga Kunda, Acting Deputy Commissioner, Zambia Revenue 


Authority



Presentations by panellists of about 15 minutes each on the following issues:



Issues for technical assistance donors and providers to incorporate in their 



presentations:



-
Are there economic/infrastructural/political factors that indicate challenges in the implementation of the Customs Valuation Agreement in developing countries?




Examples might include:




- over-emphasis of customs revenue in national income/fear of loss of this revenue 




-  informal trade  




-  lack of financial, human and technological resources




-  political instability and high-turn over of customs officers




-  political will to make the changes necessary to implement the Agreement




-  use of preshipment inspection services



-
Can technical assistance on customs valuation, short-term or long-term, seek to address these factors?  If so, how?  If not, what other means are available to address these difficulties in order to facilitate implementation by developing countries?




Issues for recipients to include in their presentations:



-
Please provide examples of any difficulties identified in the process of implementation of the Agreement on Customs Valuation? 



-
Has technical assistance contributed to 
dealing with these difficulties?  If so, how and to what extent?  If not, how were the solutions found?

11:45 – 12:00
Coffee Break

12:00 – 1:00
Panel discussion based on questions and comments from the Moderator and seminar participants

 1:00 – 3:00
Lunch

Afternoon

Session II:
DEFINING/DEVELOPING CAPACITY-BUILDING IN THE AREA OF 



CUSTOMS VALUATION

Moderator:
Mr. Michael R. Jordan, Director General, Trade Policy Interpretation Directorate, Canada Customs and Revenue Agency
3:00 - 4:45
Panellists:  



Ms. Angela Strachan, Chief Programme Officer, Special Advisory Services Division,



Commonwealth Secretariat



Mr. John Malone, Customs Valuation Division, European Communities Commission

Mr. Juan Ortega, Chief Technical Department, Guatemala Tax Administration 

Authority (SAT)



Mr. Serafino Marchese, WTO, on behalf of the Inter-American Development Bank Mr. Luc de Wulf, Lead Economist, The World Bank



Presentations by panellists of 15 - 20 minutes each on the following issues:



Issues for technical assistance donors and providers to incorporate into their presentations:



-
What type of core capacity/capacity-building is necessary in order to implement the Customs Valuation Agreement and address areas such as risk analysis, post-importer audit and administrative know-how?  How are these needs assessed for the purposes of providing technical assistance on customs valuation?



-
Is there any prioritisation of needs when planning technical assistance activities?  How does this translate into providing short-term versus long‑term technical assistance?



-
Is follow-up of the capacity-building elements possible/feasible for short-term technical assistance missions on customs valuation?  If so, how is it incorporated into the technical assistance you provide?  If not, how can capacity provided be maintained and built-upon after conclusion of the technical assistance mission?  How can this process be improved?



-
Do you use performance indicators?  If so, please elaborate on this.


Issues for technical assistance recipients to incorporate into their presentations:



-
What type of capacity-building is necessary in order to implement the Customs Valuation Agreement and how do you assess your capacity-building needs in this area?  Have these needs evolved during the post-implementation phase?



-
How do you work with donors to ensure that the needs identified are addressed in the assistance they provide to you? 



-
How do you do ensure follow-up of the capacity-building component of assistance provided on customs valuation?  Do you request that a follow-up component be included in the technical assistance provided?



-
Are short-term technical assistance missions worthwhile in helping to implement the Agreement on Customs Valuation, and how realistic is it to talk about capacity-building in this context? 



Issues for both technical assistance recipients and providers to incorporate into their presentations:



-
What kind of technical assistance is best suited to developing competence in specific technical skills (risk analysis, administrative know how, post import audit).

4:45 - 5:00
Coffee break

5:00 – 6:00
Panel discussion based on questions and comments from the Moderator 



and from seminar participants

Thursday, 7 November

morning

Session III:
CAPACITY BUILDING IN PRACTICE: EXPERIENCES AND CHALLENGES MET

Moderator:
Mr. Roger Darwin Angel Hernandez, Chief, Valuation Department, El Salvador 



Customs Administration

10:00 – 11:30
Panellists:

Mr. Michael R. Jordan, Director General, Trade Policy Interpretation Directorate, Canada Customs and Revenue Agency

Mr. Zeinab Gaber Salem, General Director Economic Research, Ministry of Finance, Egyptian Customs 

Mr. Lucien Mazzega, Counsellor, Permanent Mission of France to the WTO

Mr. Jitsuya Hasegawa, Deputy Director, Japan Office of International Trade Organizations, Customs and Tariff Bureau

Mr. Ricardo R. Belmonte, Deputy Collector for Assessment, Philippine Bureau of Customs

Mr. Joe Kelley, Business Manager, International Assistance, HM Customs and Excise, United Kingdom 



Presentations by panellists of about 15 minutes each on the following issues:



Issues for donors, providers and recipients to incorporate into their presentations:



-
What type of technical assistance/project/funding has worked in terms of meeting the challenges identified earlier and in building capacity?  What has not worked?  Please provide concrete examples.



-
Share views on why it worked or not worked, what would you do differently, and lessons learned.

11:30 - 11:45
Coffee Break

11:45 - 1:00
Panel discussion based on questions and comments from the Moderator and from seminar participants.

1:00 - 3:00
Lunch

Session IV:
PROMOTING COOPERATION, COORDINATION AND SCHEDULING IN TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE/CAPACITY BUILDING 

Moderator:
Mr. Raimundas Karoblis, Minister Counsellor, Permanent Representative of Lithuania to the WTO, Chairman of the Committee on Customs Valuation

3:00 – 4:30
Presentations by panellists of about 15 minutes each on the following issues:

Mr. Roger Darwin Angel Hernandez, Chief, Valuation Department, El Salvador Customs Administration



Mr. Ziga Vodusek, Senior Economist, Inter-American Development Bank

Mr. Aziz El-Kassimy, Deputy Director, Tariff and Trade Directorate, World Customs Organization



Ms. Sheri Rosenow, Counsellor, World Trade Organization



Issues for donors and providers to incorporate into their presentations:



-
What procedures/policies/practices do you use to promote cooperation, coordination and scheduling of technical assistance on customs valuation among other donors and providers (for example, regular exchange of information on technical assistance activities in this area)?



-
How can the notion of "demand-driven" technical assistance be reconciled with efforts to coordinate assistance among donor organizations and governments?  Do the mandates and constituencies of the various donor organizations and governments drive the provision of technical assistance, and, if so, does this hamper coordination and cooperation efforts?



-
Have the work programmes developed in the context of WTO Committee extension Decisions helped to promote coordination among donors?



‑
What role can the Committee on Customs Valuation play in improving coordination and cooperation, and in ensuring that appropriate follow-up is undertaken?


Issues for recipients to incorporate into their presentations:



-
Do you make efforts to ensure coordination, cooperation and scheduling of activities among the donors that provide technical assistance to you?  



-
Are you aware of the particular areas of expertise or mandates of the organizations that provide technical assistance in this area?  Do you work with them and donor governments to ensure that your technical assistance needs are allocated among the most efficient/suitable providers of the particular area of need?



-
From your perspective, how can coordination, cooperation and scheduling of technical assistance in this area among various donors and providers be improved ?

4:30 – 4:45
Coffee Break

4:45 - 5:30
Panel discussion based on questions and comments from the Moderator and from seminar participants.

5:30 – 5:45
Pause for Chairman to finalize concluding remarks

5:45 - 6:00
Concluding remarks by the Chairman of the Committee on Customs Valuation

__________


