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COMMUNICATION FROM BAHRAIN CONCERNING PARAGRAPH 1

OF ANNEX III OF THE AGREEMENT ON IMPLEMENTATION

OF ARTICLE VII OF THE GENERAL AGREEMENT

ON TARIFFS AND TRADE 1994
Addendum


The following communication, dated 5 September 2000, has been received from the Permanent Mission of Bahrain.

______________


The Permanent Mission of the State of Bahrain to the United Nations Office at Geneva has the honour to enclose herewith a letter from the Directorate General of Customs, which contains replies to the questions concerning the customs valuation extension period for the Government of the State of Bahrain.

Replies to the issues in the draft text

(a)
Work Program:  According to the understanding and in line with the WTO and WCO Committees and explanation, necessary steps will be taken to seek assistance from both, WCO and WTO, to provide adequate training to understand the Customs Valuation Agreement, terms and methods of application.  The Customs Directorate will be responsible to implement this Agreement.

(b)
Minimum Values:  We confirm that Bahrain does not apply minimum values for customs valuation purposes.

(c)
Preshipment Inspection:  We confirm that Bahrain does not use preshipment services.

(d)
Carrier Media Decision:  Bahrain at present applies and charges customs duty on carrier media bearing software, i.e. on the software programmes too.  No decision has yet been taken regarding the exclusion of the customs duty for the software programme.

(e)
Timing:
  Bahrain has requested a three-year extension, up to 2003, and still the time so as to enable it to formulate the necessary national legislation.

__________


