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NOTIFICATION UNDER PARAGRAPH 9 OF THE UNDERSTANDING ON THE BALANCE-OF-PAYMENTS PROVISIONS OF THE GENERAL AGREEMENT ON TARIFFS AND TRADE 1994

Communication from Pakistan


The following communication, dated 4 July 2000, has been received from the Permanent Mission of Pakistan.

_______________


During the meeting of the Committee on Balance-of-Payments Restrictions held on 5 May 2000, the Government of Pakistan had undertaken to apprise the Committee, by 30 June 2000, about Pakistan's latest position with respect to:

· Import deposit requirements on certain types of imports into Pakistan;

· Levy of different excise duties on imports and domestically produced goods;

· Phase-out schedule of the quantitative restrictions maintained by Pakistan under Article XVIII(b) of GATT 1994 as notified in November 1998.


The import deposit requirements applicable on imports of certain items in Pakistan have been withdrawn.  An announcement to this effect has been made in the Trade Policy for 2000-2001 announced on 28 June 2000.


The levy of different rates of excise duties has been withdrawn with effect from 17 June 2000.


As for the phase-out schedule for quantitative restrictions maintained under Article XVIII(b) of GATT 1994 submitted in November 1998, the Government of Pakistan has been obliged to suspend the implementation of the schedule due to the adverse balance-of-payments position presently faced by Pakistan.  Nevertheless, Pakistan remains committed to the removal of restrictions as soon as feasible.  The timing of such a phase-out will depend upon the improvement of our BOP position.  Pakistan's BOP situation can improve if increased market access is provided by our major trading partners in areas of export interest to Pakistan, especially in the field of textiles, and that there is timely disbursement of funding from International Financial Institutions.

__________

