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Committee on Balance-of-Payments Restrictions


REPORT ON THE 1999 SIMPLIFIED CONSULTATIONS WITH BANGLADESH

1. The Committee met on 7 May 1999, under the Chairmanship of Mr. P.R. Jenkins (United Kingdom) to conduct consultations with Bangladesh under the simplified procedures for regular consultations with developing countries (BISD 20S/47) and the Understanding on the Balance-of-Payments Provisions of the GATT 1994.

2. The Committee had the following documents before it:
WT/BOP/G/1

1997 Consultation with Bangladesh under Article XVIII:12(b)

Written Statement by the Government of Bangladesh Under the Simplified  Procedures for Consultation

WT/BOP/G/8

Basic Document supplied by Bangladesh

WT/BOP/S/1

1997 Consultation with Bangladesh (Simplified procedures)





Background Paper by the Secretariat

WT/BOP/S/9

1999 Consultation with Bangladesh (Simplified procedures)





Background Paper prepared by the Secretariat

WT/BOP/18

Request from Bangladesh to delay full consultations




27 September 1998


IMF


Bangladesh:  Statistical Appendix - 2 October 1998
3. Members expressed sympathy for the natural disaster suffered by Bangladesh in 1998.  They considered that the conditions of Article XVIII:B had been met. They noted that the full consultations, scheduled for next year, could be held at the same time as the Trade Policy Review of Bangladesh, in May 2000.  Members continued to express their desire for clarification of the criteria used, and the rationale behind, the restriction of imports, noting that balance of payments measures are intended to control the general level of imports.  Bangladesh was also encouraged to submit a time table for phase out of the restrictions, as required by the Understanding, as soon as possible, and preferably before the summer break.
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