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PROCEDURES ON REPORTING ON REGIONAL TRADE AGREEMENTS

Adopted by the Committee on Trade and Development on 2 November 1998


The following procedures recommended by the Committee on Regional Trade Agreements have been adopted by the Committee on Trade and Development as general guidelines with respect to information on regional trade agreements submitted to it:

1.
Such information will also be available to the Committee on Regional Trade Agreements, as an input to the Committee's work under item 1(d) of its terms of reference.

2.
Where appropriate, details on developments in the agreements not contained in the information previously presented to the GATT/WTO should be provided.  Summary trade statistics covering the last representative period, for both trade among parties to the agreements and trade with third parties, would also be desirable.

3.
Where appropriate, parties to the agreements may make use, in the presentation of the information, of the Standard Format for Information on Regional Trade Agreements (document WT/REG/W/6).  This would facilitate both the task of parties in presenting information on their agreements and the task of WTO Members in considering this information.


The above procedures will not in any way affect the legal rights and obligations of WTO Members. 

__________

	� Regional trade agreements reporting to the Committee on Trade and Development are regional or global arrangements entered into amongst developing countries for the mutual reduction/elimination of tariffs and of non-tariff measures, notified under paragraph 4(a) of the Decision on Differential and More Favourable Treatment, Reciprocity and Fuller Participation of Developing Countries (the Enabling Clause).  After initial notification and provision of appropriate data, parties to such arrangements are required to notify and submit appropriate information when "taking action to introduce modification or withdrawal of the differential and more favourable treatment so provided" (paragraph 4(a) of the Enabling Clause).





	� Statistical information could be based on relevant annual data submitted to the Secretariat by the parties in accordance with the General Council Decision on 16 July 1997 (WT/L/225).








