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NOTIFICATION UNDER ARTICLE 12.1(a) OF THE AGREEMENT

ON SAFEGUARDS ON INITIATION OF AN INVESTIGATION

AND THE REASONS FOR IT

CHILE


The following communication, dated 25 October 1999, has been received from the Permanent Mission of Chile.

_______________


Pursuant to Article 12.1(a) of the WTO Agreement on Safeguards, and under the format for notifications adopted by the Committee on Safeguards, the Government of Chile hereby notifies that the competent authority has initiated the following investigation:

(a)
Date of initiation of the investigation:  30 September 1999.

(b)
Products subject to the investigation:


Wheat (tariff heading 1001.9000), Wheat flour (tariff heading 1101.0000), Sugar (tariff headings 1701.1100, 1701.1200, 1701.9100 and 1701.9900) and Edible vegetable oils (tariff headings 1507.1000 to 1514.9000 inclusive, and headings 1515.2100, 1515.2900, 1515.5000 and 1515.9000) all from the National Tariff.

(c)
Reasons for initiating the investigation:


(i)
The investigation was initiated ex officio, following a decision taken by the National Commission responsible for investigating the existence of distortions in the price of imported goods at its 181st meeting on 9 September 1999. 


(ii)
Evidence on the basis of which the investigation was initiated:  an increase in imports of the products in question under such conditions as to threaten to cause serious injury to the domestic industry, which would lead to a decrease in net margins, a reduction of the area under cultivation and a contraction in direct employment.


(iii)
The possibility of adopting provisional measures has not yet been studied.  


(iv)
Additional background information (as shown in the notice of initiation of the investigation published in the Official Journal of 29 September 1999):

Period of the investigation:  the final resolution will be adopted within 90 days as from the initiation of the investigation.


Findings relating to imports:  increased imports in absolute terms.

Public hearing:  to be held on 25 November 1999, at 9.30 a.m., at Agustinas 853, 12th floor, Santiago.

Any background information which the interested parties may wish to submit and any requests for a hearing before the Commission that they may wish to put forward should be submitted within 30 days following the initiation of this investigation to the Secretaría Técnica (Technical Secretariat), calle Agustinas 1180, Oficina de Partes del Banco Central de Chile, telephone 670.2766, fax 67.1881.  Any additional information may be consulted at the Technical Secretariat.

__________
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