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ESTABLISHMENT OF THE SUB-COMMITTEE ON COTTON

Decision adopted by the Committee on Agriculture, Special Session on  19 November 2004

In accordance with the instruction resulting from the Decision on the Doha Work Programme adopted on 1 August 2004 by the General Council (WT/L/579, refers), the Committee on Agriculture, Special Session agreed on 19 November 2004 to establish a Sub-Committee on Cotton under the following arrangements: 

 (a)
Terms of reference: "Taking into account the need of coherence between trade and development aspects of the cotton issue and in accordance with the agreement under paragraph 1.b and paragraphs 4 and 5 of Annex A of the Decision adopted by the General Council on 1 August 2004 (WT/L/579 refers) to address cotton ambitiously, expeditiously, and specifically, within the agriculture negotiations, to work on all trade-distorting policies affecting the sector in all three pillars of market access, domestic support, and export competition, as specified in the Doha text and the Framework text.".

(b)
While recognizing the great importance of the work of this Sub-Committee to particular Members, the Sub-Committee meetings shall be open to all WTO Members and Observer Governments.

(c)
The Observer International Organizations of the Special Session of the Committee on Agriculture shall have observer status in the Sub-Committee on Cotton.

(d)
The rules of procedure of the Special Session of the Committee on Agriculture shall apply, mutatis, mutandis.

(e)
The Sub-Committee shall report periodically to the Special Session of the Committee on Agriculture which, in turn, will report to the TNC, the General Council and the next Ministerial Conference.
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