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Report by the Chairman, Ambassador Eui-yong Chung, to the Trade Negotiations Committee

1. The Special Session of the Council for TRIPS, which was established by the Trade Negotiations Committee (TNC) to conduct negotiations on the establishment of a multilateral system of notification and registration of geographical indications for wines and spirits under the TRIPS Agreement (document TN/C/M/1, paragraph 7.C), held its first meeting on 8 March 2002 on the basis of the agenda as set out in WTO/AIR/1721.

2. The first Special Session agreed to hold three further meetings this year back-to-back with the regular sessions of the Council for TRIPS, that is to say on 28 June, 20 September and 28 November 2002, it being understood that these arrangements would not rule out the possibility of the Special Session deciding, after consultation and taking into account the scheduling of the meetings of the various negotiating and other WTO bodies, to hold additional meetings if necessary.

3. With regard to the organization of work, the Chairman made certain suggestions.  After discussion, he concluded by noting on his own responsibility that there seemed to be a general understanding that these suggestions were a useful way of organizing the work of the Special Sessions, and that they provided for flexibility, especially about time-frames, and could be reviewed and improved as the work proceeded.  

4. The Chairman's suggestions provide for the work to proceed in two phases:

-
The first phase would be based on the discussions and ideas already put forward before 2002, as well as on possible new ideas and proposals. These discussions and ideas would help identify the options before moving into the second phase, that is to say the final negotiating phase.  In the first phase, in order to facilitate a more organized and engaged discussion, the Chairman proposed to submit a brief note in advance of the second Special Session (June 2002) that would identify a number of issues to be addressed at that meeting.  He also suggested the target date of the third Special Session (September 2002) for the tabling of main proposals, it being understood that this would not rule out the possibility of subsequent new or revised proposals.

-
In the second phase, that is to say the final negotiating phase, it would be necessary to work on a common negotiating basis or a single document which contained common language on the various areas where there was a commonality of position and which identified options, for example through square brackets or alternatives in regard to areas where significant differences remained.  While there were many advantages to such a paper emerging from delegations, he would be ready, if this did not prove possible, to assume his responsibility as Chair and table such a paper.  In his view, such a paper should be tabled by the end of 2002 or early 2003, depending on the timing of the Fifth Ministerial Conference.

5. A number of delegations recalled their positions on the substance of the matter before the Special Sessions and the proposals that they had already tabled in the Council for TRIPS, including document IP/C/W/107/Rev.1 (communication from the European Communities and their member States);  document IP/C/W/133/Rev.1 (communication from Canada, Chile, Japan and the United States);  and document IP/C/W/255 (communication from Hungary).  Two new documents were submitted by the United States:  a comparison of the existing proposals in document TN/IP/W/1;  and document TN/IP/W/2 ("Issues for Discussion in the Negotiation Under TRIPS Article 23.4"). 

6. The Chairman indicated that, prior to the second Special Session (June 2002), he would hold consultations on the list of issues that he would draw up for discussion at that Session.   With regard to a suggestion that information should be assembled on the implementation of existing obligations under Article 23, the Chairman noted that there was no clear agreement among the Members and proposed to continue consultations on this issue.

7. With regard to the status of observers for countries, it was agreed to wait for the TNC's decision.  As far as observer status for international intergovernmental organizations was concerned, no decision was reached and it was agreed that the Special Session come back to the matter in the light of any action taken by the TNC in the interim.
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