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FREE TRADE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND AUSTRALIA
Notification from the Parties

The following communication, dated 22 December 2004, is being circulated at the request of the Delegations of the United States and Australia.
_______________


The Permanent Mission of the United States to the World Trade Organization and the Permanent Mission of Australia to the World Trade Organization have the honor to notify to the Members of the World Trade Organization (WTO) that their respective authorities have signed and completed their respective domestic procedures for approval and implementation of the United States-Australia Free Trade Agreement.
 


The United States-Australia Free Trade Agreement has established a free-trade area within the meaning of Article XXIV of the GATT 1994.  The United States-Australia Free Trade Agreement also provides for the liberalization of trade in services within the meaning of Article V of the GATS.


The United States-Australia Free Trade Agreement was signed on May 18, 2004. The agreement will enter into force on January 1, 2005. The duration of the agreement is indefinite.


This joint notification is presented:


(i)
pursuant to part (a) of paragraph 7 of Article XXIV of GATT 1994 and the Understanding on the Interpretation of Article XXIV of GATT 1994; and


(ii)
in accordance with paragraph 7(a) of Article V of the GATS (Economic Integration).


In this regard, we are pleased to advise that the agencies responsible for the implementation and enforcement of United States-Australia Free Trade Agreement are the Office of United States Trade Representative and the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade of Australia.


The United States and Australia wish to express their willingness to contribute to the process of examination in accordance with the procedures agreed upon in the Committee on Regional Trade Agreements.

__________
� The text of the Agreement will be circulated in document WT/REG184/1. It is also available at �HYPERLINK "http://www.ustr.gov/Trade_Agreements/Bilateral/Australia_FTA/Final_Text/Section_Index.html"��http://www.ustr.gov/Trade_Agreements/Bilateral/Australia_FTA/Final_Text/Section_Index.html� and 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.dfat.gov.au/trade/negotiations/us_fta/final-text" ��http://www.dfat.gov.au/trade/negotiations/us_fta/final-text�.  


	In addition, the Parties’ tariff schedules, services market access reservations, and 26 letters related to the Agreement as well as material describing the agreement and implementing measures are available on the websites cited above.









